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Identifying Research Needs: Scientific Networks
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Prioritisation of research needs: Data
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Communicating Research Needs
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Barriers to MS Food Authorities funding and conducting 
food safety research: No Authority/No Budget/ No 
Facilities
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• Food Safety 
Promotion Board

• Established Dec 1999

• British Irish 
Agreement Act 1999
• Promotion of food 
safety and nutrition to 
consumers

• Training of food 
businesses

• Research
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This Photo by Unknown Author is 
licensed under CC BY-SA

Section One of the HEA Act, 
1971 (e.g., Universities & 
Institutes of Technology, 
Teagasc, The Marine 
Institute, Irish Cattle 
Breeding Federation, 
BirdWatch Ireland and the 
National Botanic Gardens

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Partition_of_Ireland
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Communicating Our Research Needs: Influencing 
Uptake by Funding Bodies
• Contributing to Research Calls
• Department of Agriculture
• SafeFood

• Input into National Research Strategies
• Environmental Protection Agency
• Department of Agriculture

• FSAI Scientists Evaluate Research projects
• Department of Agriculture
• Environmental Protection Agency
• Enterprise Ireland
• SafeFood

• Limited Collaboration on research
• SafeFood
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Influencing the Direction of Food Safety 
Research: Limited Options
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RESEARCH: Shelf-life and safety of fermented and smoked foods 

TEAGASC

End date 2024

RESEARCH: CREDIT Liaison with Teagasc and DAFM on research 

project examining mitigating factors affecting uptake of Cd by root 

vegetables

End Date 2022

RESEARCH: Salt in 24 hr urine study, gold standard method for 

assessing salt intake and other chemical markers

End Date 2022

RESEARCH: Additives intake patterns for the Irish population

End date 2022

RESEARCH: AGRITOX: Prevention and Mitigation of the Mycotoxin 

Contamination of Food and Feed caused by Climate Change.

End Date 2023

RESEARCH: HORTASSURE. Mitigating microbial and chemical risks in 

horticultural crop production 

End Date 2024

RESEARCH: Listeria challenge studies

End Date 2022

RESEARCH: The foodborne emergence and epidemiology of 

Clostridium difficile in Ireland Teagasc

End Date 2022



National and EU Research Funding Structure is a 
Minefield
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• Bord Iascaigh Mhara (BIM): Seafood R&D 
Programme

• Department of Agriculture, Food & the Marine 
(DAFM):

• National Research Funding

• Enterprise Ireland (EI):
• Innovation Vouchers
• Funding for International Research Projects

• Environmental Protection Agency (EPA):
• EPA Research Call

• Scholarship Funding Opportunities

• Health Research Board (HRB):
• Summer Student Scholarships (SS)

• SFI-HRB-Wellcome Research Partnership
• Research visits – Ulysses

• HRB Postdoctoral Fellowships - Applying Research 
into Policy and Practice (ARPP)

• Marine Institute (MI):
• Shiptime Awards

• Industry-led Awards

• Project Based Awards

• Cullen Scholarship Programme

• Post-Doctoral Fellowship Programme

• Science Foundation Ireland (SFI):
• EPSRC-SFI Joint Funding of Research

• Research Centres – Spokes

• Research Professorship Programme

• Discover Programme - Opportunistic Funding 
Mechanism

• Strategic Partnerships Programme

• US-Ireland R&D Partnership Programme

• Teagasc:
• Walsh Scholarships Programme
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https://bim.ie/seafood-processing/funding/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/ce553-research/
https://www.enterprise-ireland.com/en/Research-Innovation/Companies/Collaborate-with-companies-research-institutes/Innovation-Voucher.shortcut.html
https://horizoneurope.ie/
https://www.epa.ie/our-services/research/epa--research-funding/
https://www.epa.ie/our-services/research/epa--research-funding/scholarship-funding-opportunities/#d.en.84734
https://www.hrb.ie/funding/funding-schemes/all-funding-schemes/
https://www.hrb.ie/funding/funding-schemes/all-funding-schemes/
https://www.hrb.ie/funding/funding-schemes/all-funding-schemes/
https://www.hrb.ie/funding/funding-schemes/all-funding-schemes/
https://www.marine.ie/Home/site-area/research-funding/research-funding/shiptime-awards
https://www.marine.ie/Home/site-area/research-funding/research-funding/industry-led-awards
https://www.marine.ie/Home/site-area/research-funding/project-based-awards
https://www.marine.ie/Home/site-area/research-funding/research-funding/cullen-scholarship-programme
https://www.marine.ie/Home/site-area/research-funding/post-doctoral-fellowship-programme
https://www.sfi.ie/funding/funding-calls/epsrc-sfi-partnership/index.xml
https://www.sfi.ie/funding/funding-calls/sfi-research-centres-spokes/index.xml
https://www.sfi.ie/funding/funding-calls/sfi-research-professorship/index.xml
https://www.sfi.ie/funding/funding-calls/sfi-discover-opportunistic-funding/index.xml
https://www.sfi.ie/funding/funding-calls/sfi-strategic-partnership/index.xml
https://www.sfi.ie/funding/funding-calls/us-ireland-rd-partnership/index.xml
https://www.teagasc.ie/about/research--innovation/postgraduate-scholarships/


QUESTION
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Our Values:  Integrity  | Respect  |  Passion  | Transparency  | Teamwork  | Collaboration

Food Safety Authority of Ireland
The Exchange, George’s Dock, IFSC,
Dublin 1, D01 P2V6

T +353 1 817 1300
E info@fsai.ie

Join us on LinkedIn

Follow us on Twitter @FSAIinfo

Say hi on Facebook

Visit us on Instagram

Subscribe to our YouTube channel

www.fsai.ie
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